Little is known about human herpesvirus 8 (HHV-8) distribution in Brazil. We used indirect immunofluorescence serological assays to determine HHV-8 seroprevalence in two Amerindian tribes from the Amazon region, and blood donors and Kaposi's sarcoma (KS) patients from the Campinas/SP (Southeastern region). Anti-HHV-8 antibodies were detected in 56.8% of the Amerindians (558/982), in all ages (0-81 years old) and both sexes. In these populations, high prevalence in children younger than 2 years old (44.4%) and children from 2 to 9 years old (35.0%) suggests non-sexual routes of HHV-8 transmission, through vertical transmission or contact to contaminated secretions. HHV-8 seroprevalence in blood donors from Campinas/SP was low (2.8%) and all positive cases were male (9/319) in the fourth and fifth decades of life. Curiously, these individuals were negative to routine serological tests applied in blood banks. Every KS patient assessed in our study was male, with average age of 37 years (27 to 79 years) and anti-HHV-8 positive assays in all cases.
